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Declaration of Support for NATIONAL EXPRESS  
Labor Unions in the United States 

 
UGT and CCOO, the two labor unions representing the majority of 
the workers of the Group of NATIONAL EXPRESS Companies in 
Spain, wish to make publicly known our support for, and solidarity 
with, the labor unions in the United States, in order that they 
might achieve recognition and be able to carry out their duties 
with complete freedom. 
 
Both labor unions hereby provide their resolute support to the 
campaign launched by the TEAMSTERS and UNITE, before the 
Group’s General Assembly of Shareholders held on May 10 of this 
year in London, in order to make sure that their voices are heard 
and to achieve labor union recognition and freedom. 
 
We wish to stress our surprise at, and rejection of, the methods 
used by the Group’s member companies in the United States, in 
the so-called “yellow school buses,” and the anti-democratic 
impediments and obstacles put up in order to prevent workers 
from exercising their right to be represented and defended by 
their labor unions and to force them to make their situation clearly 
known to both shareholders and directors at the General 
Shareholders Assembly. 
 
Dating back to the time of the dictatorship in Spain, Spanish labor 
unions have had a strong tradition of struggle to ensure workers’ 
rights to labor union representation, collective bargaining, decent 
work, and appropriate wages and working conditions, a tradition 
which has become further entrenched during this current period of 
democracy. 
  
We are deeply concerned by the actions taken by this large 
multinational corporation with headquarters in Birmingham but 
with operating facilities in Spain, the United Kingdom, Canada and 
the United States, which has put into effect disparate policies in 
each of these countries, and particularly in the United States, 
where it exploits, in a most intolerable and abusive manner, that 
country’s lax labor laws in order to avoid any instance of labor 
union presence in their firms, to the point that this is one of the 
firms whose behavior has most frequently been denounced to 
labor authorities. 
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As legitimate representatives of the majority of the workers of this 
Group in Spain, and backed by the support of all European workers 
and labor unions, we call on the management and shareholders of 
the firm to support and conserve – in the same manner as has 
been done in the United Kingdom and the European  Transport 
Workers Federation(ETF) – the pro-worker rights campaign 
launched within the Group. We likewise pledge to provide these 
workers with all of our support and solidarity with a view toward 
bringing about meaningful changes in these anti-democratic 
practices that threaten the ability of labor unions to operate 
freely. 
 
 


