
Sen. Alberta Darling (R-8, River Hills) 
 
Sen. Darling was first elected to the Assembly in a May 1990 special election and to the Senate in 1992. 
She was unopposed in the primary and faced Democratic opposition in the 2008 general election from 
Sheldon Wasserman. She was narrowly elected with 50.5 percent of the vote. 
 
Political Action Committee Donations: 
 
Darling Took More Than $21,000 In Special Interest PAC Money Since The 2008 Cycle.  
 
[Wisconsin Democracy Campaign: PAC Contributions, Accessed 03/03/11] 
 
Darling on the Walker Budget: 
 
Darling Immediately Came Out In Support Of Walker’s Budget.  
 
On February 11, 2011, the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel described Darling’s reaction to Gov. Walker’s 
budget, the first day that she saw it: 
 

Sen. Alberta Darling (R-River Hills), co-chairwoman of the budget-writing Joint 
Finance Committee, said she supports Walker's plans. 
 
"We have to have a transformation in this state," she said. "And if we don't do it 
now, we're never going to get control of labor costs." [Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 
02/11/11] 

 
Darling Drew Nearly Arbitrary Distinctions About Which Employees Should Face Labor 
Restrictions.   
 
On February 12, 2011, the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel wrote: 
 

The measure would exempt from the bargaining changes local police, firefighters 
and state troopers - groups that in some cases supported Walker in the November 
election. 
 
But the proposals do apply to state Capitol Police, university police officers and 
prison guards. That's in part because Walker said he had the plans and personnel 
needed to deal with those state workers not showing up but didn't have that for 
local public safety workers. 
 
Sen. Alberta Darling (R-River Hills), co-chairwoman of the Legislature's Joint 
Finance Committee, said she supported the exemption. She said it didn't have to be 
extended to prison guards because they aren't responsible for public safety outside 
their institutions. [Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 02/12/11] 

 
Darling Predicted That Walker’s Budget Repair Bill Would Be Welcomed Around The State.  
 
On February 13, 2011, the Associated Press reported Darling’s prediction about the state’s reception to 
Walker’s budget repair bill: 



 
"It is momentous and I think people around the state are going to welcome it," said 
Sen. Alberta Darling, co-chair of the budget committee.” [Associated Press, 
02/17/11] 

 
Darling Said The Budget Repair Bill Was Not Busting The Unions.   
 
In a February 17, 2011, Fox Business interview on the Willis Report, Darling said: 
 

No, this is not a way to bust the union. This is way to say look, organized labor, we 
have to be a part of the solution. We cannot go forward with always having to meet 
your demands, when the taxpayer cannot pay anymore. It's just—you know I think 
this is going to be a huge paradigm shift not only in Wisconsin but in the country 
because people are just fed up. [Fox Business’ Willis Report, 02/17/11] 

 
Darling Said If The GOP Didn’t Get Their Concessions, They Would Lay People Off.   
 
In a February 21, 2011 interview on Fox News, the interviewer asked her if the GOP got the 
“concessions” they wanted if there would still be layoffs. Darling said that only the budget repair bill 
would help avoid layoffs. “That's correct. Right now no one will lose a job. And we need to give the local 
governments the tools that they need because their labor costs are 80 percent of their budgets. This is not 
about busting unions; this is not about taking away collective bargaining. This is about saying we all have 
to do our fair share for the public good.” [Fox News, 02/21/11] 
 
Darling’s Claims The Budget Repair Would Align Public And Private Bargaining Rights Were 
Ruled False.  
 
In February 2011, Darling appeared on a local public affairs program and claimed, “The governor is 
proposing that we have collective bargaining deal only with wages which is how it is, for the most part, in 
the private sector.” The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel concluded of her statement: 
 

Let's return to Darling's statement. In arguing public employee unions ought to be 
treated more like their private sector counterparts, she said "for the most part" 
private contract talks are limited to wages. 
 
However, the National Labor Relations Act makes it clear: Private employers with 
unions are not only allowed to bargain on many other issues - that law requires the 
subjects be about far more than just wages. 
 
We rate her statement False. [Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 02/22/11] 

 
Darling Said She Was “Certainly Going To Defend” Her Vote To Curtail Collective Bargaining.   
 
On March 11, 2011, the Associated Press wrote: 
 

Darling, who won her 2008 election by 1,007 votes, said she stands by her vote and 
will continue to defend the position if drawn into a recall election. 
 
"The test is what the voters decide to do," Darling said. "I'm just going to keep 
going to work for the people, and I'm certainly going to defend this position 



because this is what I was sent here to do in the last election." [Associated Press, 
03/11/11] 

 
Darling Votes Against Workers: 
 
Darling Voted For SB11, The So-Called ‘Budget Repair’ Bill. 
 
SB11, a bill Walker signed, would still allow state, municipal and school workers to bargain over their 
wages, but any raises beyond the rate of inflation would require a voter referendum. The repeal of most 
collective bargaining would not apply to unions representing local police, firefighters and State Patrol 
troopers. The law would require public employees to pay more for pensions and health insurance, give 
Walker broad authority over health care programs for the poor and turn 37 civil service jobs into political 
appointments. But unlike an earlier version, the bill passed by the Assembly wouldn't authorize the sale of 
state power plants or a $165 million refinancing of state debt. On March 9, 2011, Darling voted for final 
passage of the bill as it passed the Senate 18-1 with every Democrat missing the vote. [Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel, 3/11/11; Wisconsin Legislative Record, January Special Session, AB11, 2011; Senate Vote 112 
(pdf)] 
 
Darling Voted Against Minimum Wage Increase In Both 2008 And 2009.   
 
In 2008 and 2009, Senator Darling voted against an increase in the minimum wage. [Wisconsin 
Legislative Record, SB130, 2008; SB1, 2009] 
 



 


