
Sen. Mary Lazich (R-28, New Berlin) 
 
Sen. Lazich was first elected to the Assembly in 1992 and to the Senate in an April 1998 special election. 
She was unopposed in both the primary and general election. 
 
Lazich On The Walker Budget: 
 
Lazich Claimed To Support The Budget Repair Bill Because Of The State’s Deficit.  
 
In a February 18, 2011 wrap up of legislators’ positions on the budget repair bill, the Jaynesville Gazette 
noted that Lazich was “in favor” of the budget repair bill and quoted her reaction. “We have a financial 
crisis facing the state of $137 million in cuts that's needed to balance the budget by June 30 as we are 
required to do by the state's constitution and an expected deficit in the 2011-13 budget of upward of $3.5 
billion in a budget that hasn't even begun.” [Jaynesville Gazette, 02/18/11] 
 
Lazich Applauded Walker’s Proposal For The Full Budget.   
 
In a March 1, 2011 wrap up of lawmakers’ reactions to Gov. Walker’s full budget proposal, the Wausau 
Daily Herald quoted Sen. Lazich’s response: 
 

There are serious fiscal issues facing the state of Wisconsin. I applaud Governor 
Walker for delivering a straightforward, honest assessment of our budgetary issues 
and a comprehensive plan to solve them. [Wausau Daily Herald, 03/01/11] 

 
Lazich Votes Against Workers: 
 
Lazich Voted For SB11, The So-Called ‘Budget Repair’ Bill. 
 
SB11, a bill Walker signed, would still allow state, municipal and school workers to bargain over their 
wages, but any raises beyond the rate of inflation would require a voter referendum. The repeal of most 
collective bargaining would not apply to unions representing local police, firefighters and State Patrol 
troopers. The law would require public employees to pay more for pensions and health insurance, give 
Walker broad authority over health care programs for the poor and turn 37 civil service jobs into political 
appointments. But unlike an earlier version, the bill passed by the Assembly wouldn't authorize the sale of 
state power plants or a $165 million refinancing of state debt. On March 9, 2011, Lazich voted for final 
passage of the bill as it passed the Senate 18-1 with every Democrat missing the vote. [Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel, 3/11/11; Wisconsin Legislative Record, January Special Session, AB11, 2011; Senate Vote 112 
(pdf)] 
 
Lazich Is Out Of Touch With The Mainstream: 
 
Lazich Voted Against An Expansion Of Permissible Employment Discrimination Suits.   
 
Senator Lazich voted against allowing legislation that allows discrimination victims to sue employers for 
compensatory and punitive damages. Previously, the only permissible remedies were back pay and 
reinstatement. [Wisconsin Legislative Record, SB20, 2009] 
 
Lazich Voted Against Minimum Wage Increase In Both 2008 And 2009.   
 



In 2008 and 2009, Senator Lazich voted against an increase in the minimum wage. [Wisconsin Legislative 
Record, SB130, 2008; SB1, 2009] 
 
 
 


